
 

 

Leslie Webster, Former Keeper, Department of Prehistory and Europe, 
British Museum, has already said: 
 

"This is going to alter our perceptions of Anglo-Saxon England… as 
radically, if not more so, as the Sutton Hoo discoveries. 

 
Absolutely the equivalent of finding a new Lindisfarne Gospels or Book 

of Kells." 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction Introduction Introduction Introduction     
 
The Staffordshire Hoard is an unparalleled treasure  
find dating from Anglo-Saxon times. 
 
Both the quality and the quantity of this unique treasure are remarkable. The 
story of how it came to be left in the Staffordshire soil is likely to be more 
remarkable still. 
 
 
The Hoard was first discovered in July 2009. The find is likely to spark 
decades of debate among archaeologists, historians and enthusiasts. 
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The HoardThe HoardThe HoardThe Hoard    
 
The Hoard comprises in excess of 1,500 individual items. 
Most are gold, although some are silver.   
Many are decorated with precious stones. 
 
The quality of the craftsmanship displayed on many items is 
supreme, indicating possible royal ownership. 
 
 
Stylistically most items appear to date from the seventh century, although there is 
already debate among experts about when the Hoard first entered the ground. 
 
This was a period of great turmoil. England did not yet exist. A number of kingdoms 
with tribal loyalties vied with each other in a state of perpetual warfare, with the 
balance of power constantly ebbing and flowing. 
 
The land was also split along religious lines. Christianity, introduced during the 
Roman occupation then driven to near extinction, was once again the principal 
religion, having gained ground at the expense of local pagan forms of worship. 
 
The exact spot where the Hoard lay hidden cannot yet be revealed. However we can 
say that it lay at the heart of the Anglo-Saxon Kingdom of Mercia. 
 
The Hoard is the by far the largest find of Anglo-Saxon gold ever found. There is 
approximately 5 kg of gold and 2.5kg of silver (Sutton Hoo had 1.66kg of gold). 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Some key itemsSome key itemsSome key itemsSome key items    
 
Superb gold sword fittings tell of 
battles fought in the seventh century  
         

 

Sword hilt fittings 
 

Helmets 
 

Parts from several highly decorated helmets are 
likely to be among the finds, although piecing these 
together is likely to take considerable time and 
effort. Among the most conspicuous is what appears 
to be a magnificently decorated cheek-piece 
decorated with a frieze of running, interlaced, 
animals. Interestingly, this piece has a relatively low 
gold content. This may be the result of being 
specially alloyed to make it more functional and able 
to withstand blows. 
 

The Hoard is remarkable for the extraordinary 
quantity of pommel caps and hilt plates. There 
have been at least 84 pommel caps and 71 sword 
hilt collars so far identified. These highly 
decorated items would have adorned a sword or 
seax – a short sword/knife. Most are of gold and 
many are beautifully inlaid with garnets. Such 
elaborate and expensive decoration would have 
marked out the weapon as the property of the 
highest echelons of nobility. 
 
The discovery of a single sword fitting is a 
notable event: to find so many is absolutely 
unprecedented. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Helmets continued  

A beautiful figure of an animal is also 
possibly the crest of a helmet. Large 
numbers of fragments of “C” 
sectioned silver edging and reeded 
strips could also be helmet fittings. 
Similar fragments, made from base 
metal, formed part of the Sutton Hoo 
helmet, found in a rich grave in 
Suffolk, in 1939. 
 

 

Biblical inscription  A strip of gold bearing a 
Biblical inscription in Latin is 
one of the most significant 
and controversial finds. 
Michelle Brown, Professor of 
Medieval Manuscript Studies, 
has suggested the style of 
lettering dates from the 
seventh or early eighth 
centuries. Professor Elisabeth 
Okasha, University of Cork, 
on the other hand concluded 
that it dates to the eighth or 
ninth centuries. It will be 
debated for years. 
 

 

The suitably warlike inscription, mis-spelt in places, is probably from the Book of Numbers 
Chapter 10 verse 35 and reads: 
 

Surge domine et dissipentur inimici tui et fugiant qui oderunt te a facie tua 
 

‘Rise up, o Lord, and may thy enemies be dispersed and those who 
hate thee be driven from thy face' 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The folded cross 
 

The only items that are clearly 
non-martial are two, or 
possibly three, crosses. The 
largest may have been an altar 
or processional cross. Other 
than the loss of the settings 
used to decorate it (some of 
which are present but 
detached) it is intact. 
 
However it has been folded, 
possibly to make it fit into a 
small space prior to burial. 
The lack of apparent respect 
shown to this Christian 
symbol may point to the 
Hoard being buried by 
pagans, but Christians were 
also quite capable of 
despoiling each other’s 
shrines. 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interview with Interview with Interview with Interview with Dr Kevin Dr Kevin Dr Kevin Dr Kevin 
Leahy, from Leahy, from Leahy, from Leahy, from the Portable the Portable the Portable the Portable 
Antiquities SchemeAntiquities SchemeAntiquities SchemeAntiquities Scheme    
 
It is currently impossible to 
tell the full story of the 
Staffordshire Hoard. 
 
But already it is becoming clear that it is 
dramatic and perhaps bloody.  
 

 

The painstaking task of cataloguing the Staffordshire Hoard has belonged to Dr Kevin 
Leahy, National Finds Adviser from the Portable Antiquities Scheme. Kevin is an expert in 
early medieval metalwork and Saxon craftsmanship. 
 
Here’s some of Kevin’s initial analysis of this remarkable find. 
 
“The two most striking features of the Hoard are that it is unbalanced and it is of exceptionally 
high quality. 
 
“Unbalanced because of what we don’t find. There is absolutely nothing feminine. There are no 
dress fittings, brooches or pendants. These are the gold objects most commonly found from the 
Anglo-Saxon era. The vast majority of items in the Hoard are martial - war gear, especially sword 
fittings. 
 
“The quantity of gold is amazing but, more importantly, the craftsmanship is consummate. This 
was the very best that the Anglo-Saxon metalworkers could do, and they were very good. Tiny 
garnets were cut to shape and set in a mass of cells to give a rich, glowing effect; it is stunning.  
Its origins are clearly the very highest-levels of Saxon aristocracy or royalty. It belonged to the 
elite. 
 
“Most of the gold and silver items appear to have been deliberately torn from the objects to which 
they were originally attached. We have over 80 gold and garnet pommel caps, and there also 
appear to be fittings from helmets. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interview with Dr Kevin Leahy continued…  

“This is not simply loot; swords were being singled out for special treatment. If it were 
just gold they were after we would have found the rich fittings from sword belts. Perhaps 
gold fittings were stripped from the swords to depersonalise them – to remove the identity 
of the previous owner. The blades would then be remounted and reused.” 
 
“It looks like a collection of trophies, but it is impossible to say if the Hoard was the spoils 
from a single battle or a long and highly successful military career. We also cannot say 
who the original, or the final, owners were, who took it from them, why they buried it or 
when. It will be debated for decades.” 
 
“We don’t know how it came to be buried in that field, it may have been a tribute to the 
pagan gods or concealed in the face of a perceived, but all too real, threat, which led to it 
not being recovered. When we have done more work on the Hoard we will be able to say 
more about it.” 
 
“Despite their war-like nature the decoration on these objects is delightful; Some are 
decorated in what is known as “Anglo-Saxon Style II” which consist of strange animals, 
interlaced around each other, their long jaws intertwined. There is a joy to it. Many 
objects are inlaid with garnets and even covered in earth the colour is still breath-taking.” 
 
“There is so much material in this Hoard that we may have to rethink seventh century 
metalwork. Earlier finds will be looked at in the context of what we find amongst this 
mass of material. In the past the seventh century has always been looked at from the point 
of view of East Anglia and Kent. It’s going to be hard to forget the Midlands after this! 
There are exciting times ahead.” 
 
“The discovery of this Hoard in Staffordshire should cause no surprise. It is in the 
heartland of the Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Mercia which was militarily aggressive and 
expansionist during the seventh century under kings Penda, Wulfhere and Aethelred.” 
 
“This material could have been collected by any of these during their wars with 
Northumbria and East Anglia or by someone whose name is lost to history.  Here we are 
seeing history confirmed before our eyes.” 
 



 

 

Staffordshire County Council  
The county council is responsible for protecting the physical 
remains of Staffordshire’s past whether this is 
archaeological sites, monuments, historic buildings or even 
whole historic landscapes. Under the Treasure Act the find 
was reported to the county council and officers have since 
been responsible for the excavation and recording of the 
find.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The PartnersThe PartnersThe PartnersThe Partners    
 

Philip Atkins, Leader of the county council said: 
 

“We will work to ensure the Hoard, and the 
fascinating story that lies behind it, becomes as 

accessible to the public as possible. This is 
Staffordshire’s heritage and we will do it justice.” 

 

Birmingham City Council  
 

 

Birmingham Museums and Art Gallery (BMAG) has provided 
secure storage for the items and workspace for the specialist 'finds 
adviser' to carry out initial cataloguing work and analysis, including 
X-ray and XRF (X-ray fluorescence) scans.  
BMAG is responsible for managing three Finds Liaison Officers, 
for the region and the Staffordshire Hoard was initially reported to 
Duncan Slarke, Finds Liaison Officer for Staffordshire and the 
West Midlands, based at the museum.     
 
 

 

 

Councillor Mike Whitby, Leader of Birmingham City C ouncil, 
said:  
 
"We are absolutely delighted to be playing a significant part in 
this remarkable and historic find. I am particularl y proud to 

say that the first artefacts will go on public display at 
Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery."  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Partners continued…The Partners continued…The Partners continued…The Partners continued…    

Stoke -on-Trent City Council  

 

Stoke-on-Trent City Council’s Museums Service is a 
repository for archeological remains recovered from 
across Staffordshire and including the area where the 
Hoard was discovered. The Potteries Museums and Art 
Gallery in Stoke-on-Trent City Centre holds a 
designated collection of archeological material that is 
widely acknowledged as being of both national and 
international importance and the best in the region.  
 

 

Leader Ross Irving said:  
 

“We are thrilled that this treasure has been 
unearthed in the county. We will be working 
very closely with neighboring authorities to 
secure these incomparable artefacts for the 

region's economy and heritage.” 
 

English Heritage 
 
English Heritage is the government’s statutory advisor on the 
historical environment. 
 
English Heritage immediately recognised the exceptional nature 
of the finds and provided £25K of emergency funds and 
specialist advice to Staffordshire County Council to assist in the 
vital task of retrieving the precious archaeology and preserving 
its context. 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Partners continued…The Partners continued…The Partners continued…The Partners continued…    
 

Portable Antiquities Scheme  
 

 

The British Museum 
 The British Museum has a statutory role in the 
administration of the Treasure Act on behalf of the 
Department for Culture, Media and Sport. Staff provide 
advice on finds to the coroner and provide the secretariat of 
the Treasure Valuation Committee. 
 
The Treasure Valuation Committee advises the Secretary 
of State on the valuation of finds of Treasure that museums 
wish to acquire. 
 

 

The University of Birmingham 
 

Team membersTeam membersTeam membersTeam members    
 

The Portable Antiquities Scheme records archaeological 
finds found by members of the public and publishes them 
on its online database, www.finds.org.uk. A network of 38 
Finds Liaison Officers based in museums and county 
councils around England and Wales and six National 
Finds Advisers and other staff based at the British 
Museum. The project is managed by the British Museum 
on behalf of the Museums, Libraries and Archives 
Council. 

Birmingham Archaeology (part of the University of Birmingham) 
were initially invited by Staffordshire County Council to provide 
assistance with the excavation. Based on the quantity and 
distribution of finds recovered from the test-pit it was decided by 
Staffordshire County Council in consultation with English Heritage 
and the Portable Antiquities Scheme to extend the area for 
investigation. Birmingham Archaeology also undertook a rapid 
geophysical survey of the whole field. Outside the area for hand-
excavation Birmingham Archaeology provided assistance with 
metal detector surveys which aimed to recover any objects 
associated with the Hoard. 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Terry Herbert, finder 
 

 

Ian leads the county council’s Historic Environment Team, and 
is an archaeologist by profession.  
 
He said: “Being in charge, along with Steve, of the excavation 
of such an important find is a huge responsibility. I think for 
any archaeologist this is the find of a lifetime and reaffirms why 
you became an archaeologist in the first place. It was only when 
I saw the treasure still in the ground that it started to sink in. To 
be the first person to see an object since it was buried, and 
exactly as it would have last been seen, is a real privilege." 
 

Steve Dean, Staffordshire County Council  
 

Steve is Staffordshire County Council’s Archaeologist. Since 
1994 Stephen has worked as a field archaeologist and as an 
archaeological consultant. He joined the county council in 2004.  
 
Steve said: “To be involved in such an important find as the 
Staffordshire Hoard is a once in a lifetime opportunity for any 
archaeologist.  As such I deem myself incredibly fortunate to 
have been working for Staffordshire County Council and to 
have had the opportunity to become involved when this 
incredible find was made." 

Dr Roger Bland OBE, British Museum/Portable 
Antiquities Scheme 
 

 

Roger Bland is Head of the Department of Portable Antiquities and 
Treasure at the British Museum and leads the Portable Antiquities Scheme.  
He said: "I would like to pay tribute to Terry Herbert and to the landowner 
for promptly reporting the find and for giving every assistance to the 
archeological investigation of the site.  I see this find as the clearest 
possible demonstration of why the Treasure Act and the Portable 
Antiquities Scheme have such a crucial role in protecting our heritage for 
everyone's benefit." 

The TeamThe TeamThe TeamThe Team    
 

Terry is a metal detectorist who initially discovered the Hoard. 
Terry was detecting on private farmland with the written consent of 
the landowner.  After uncovering an initial number of items Terry 
informed the Portable Antiquities Scheme, as required by the 
Treasure Act 1996. Terry remained an integral part of the team 
working on recovering the Hoard – an excellent example of 
archaeologists and detectorists working together. 
An interview with Terry, along with photographs, is being 
syndicated by the Press Association today. Terry does not wish to 
give any further interviews.  

Ian Wykes, Staffordshire County Council 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Duncan Slarke, Portable Antiquities Scheme 
 

 

Duncan Slarke is the scheme’s Finds Liaison Officer for 
Staffordshire, based in Birmingham Museums & Art 
Gallery and the Potteries Museum and Art Gallery. 
 
 He was the first professional to see the Hoard: 
"Nothing could have prepared me for that. I saw 
boxes full of gold, items exhibiting the very finest 
Anglo-Saxon workmanship.  It was breathtaking.  My 
role was to report the Hoard to the coroner as potential 
treasure and to take receipt of the finds as they were 
made. I worked very closely with the finder and 
landowner throughout the process.  Their assistance was 
immense.  I feel very privileged to have been the Finds 
Liaison Officer that dealt with the Staffordshire Hoard." 

Dr Kevin Leahy, Portable Antiquities Scheme 
 

 

Kevin came from Burton on Trent and this find brings him back 
to where he started. Trained as a foundry engineer before going 
into archaeology, he is interested in metalworking and has 
written a book on Anglo-Saxon crafts and Anglo-Saxon 
Lincolnshire. He has excavated major Anglo-Saxon sites, 
including the Cleatham cremation cemetery.  
 
He said: “After all those urns I think I deserve the Staffordshire 
find.” He is a National Advisor for the Portable Antiquities 
Scheme with responsibility for early medieval metalwork.”  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deb Klemperer, Potteries Museum and Art Gallery 
 
 

Local history collections officer Deb Klemperer is a 
specialist in Saxo-Norman Staffordshire pottery. She 
said: "I have been involved in archaeology for 34 
years, the last 20 at the Potteries Museum and Art 
Gallery - one of the largest local authority museums.  
 
“My first view of the Hoard brought tears to my eyes 
- the Dark Ages in Staffordshire have never looked 
so bright nor so beautiful. This incredible find will 
sit alongside numerous collections of archaeological 
remains which are interpreted within the context of 
the geological, natural and social history of our 
area." 
 

 

Bill Klemperer, English Heritage 
 

 

Bill Klemperer is an Inspector of Ancient 
Monuments from the Birmingham English Heritage 
office. He said: “When I was asked to walk the few 
hundred metres from my office to Birmingham 
Museum to see some amazing finds the exquisite 
craftsmanship and quality of the artefacts made it 
clear this was a find of real importance for the 
nation. Over the next couple of days the team built 
up and I worked with colleagues in the Portable 
Antiquities Scheme and Staffordshire County 
Council to agree the best approach and manage the 
dig.   
 
English Heritage support, including funding of the 
project, will enable greater understanding and 
appreciation of the past to the benefit of people 
today, and in the future.  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The partners agree there is no immediate need for statutory protection of the site as 
the Hoard has now been recovered.  The Partners will, however, continue to work 
together to learn more about the Hoard and its context.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some Questions and AnswersSome Questions and AnswersSome Questions and AnswersSome Questions and Answers    
 

Where was the Hoard found? 
It is not being revealed at this time as it is on private land and the landowner does 
not wish it to be divulged.  
 

Is the site protected? 
 The site has been thoroughly examined using specialist equipment provided by the Home 
Office and with support from Staffordshire Police. The site is now considered sterile, 
meaning experts are satisfied every item able to be recovered from the immediate area has 
now been found. However Staffordshire Police continue to monitor the site.  

Where is the Hoard? 
 
All items recovered from the site are held in secure storage at Birmingham 
Museum and Art Gallery. The most important objects will be on show at 
Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery from Friday 25th September to Tuesday 
13th October. The items will then go to the British Museum for valuation.  It is 
hoped that a selection of the finds can be shown on temporary display at the 
Potteries Museum and Art Gallery once the valuation has been agreed. 
 

What happens to the site now? 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  What guidelines are there for metal detectorists? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who does the Hoard belong to? 

The whole framework for determining ownership is laid out in The Treasure Act 1996, 
which replaced the former common law relating to “treasure trove”. 
 
Essentially today’s Inquest declared the Hoard to be treasure and vested ownership in 
the Crown. The Hoard is now offered to museums to acquire, and Staffordshire 
County Council, Birmingham City Council and Stoke-on-Trent City Council are 
working together towards this goal.  
 

Some Questions and Answers Some Questions and Answers Some Questions and Answers Some Questions and Answers 
continued…continued…continued…continued…    
 

How much is the Hoard worth? 
 Artistically and historically it is impossible to price. 
 
However a Treasure Valuation Committee consisting of independent experts will 
recommend a valuation to the Secretary of State. The Committee will commission 
valuations from leading auction houses and experts in the antiquities trade.  
 
This will be a very difficult task given the unprecedented nature of the Hoard. 
 
 

How long will the valuation take? 
 
There is a target that rewards should be paid within 13 months of the find being 
handed over, but this can take longer in exceptional cases.  

Metal detecting in England and Wales is legal providing you have the permission of  the land 
owner and avoid protected sites.  All detectorists are strongly urged to follow the Code of 
Practice for Responsible Metal Detectoring in England and Wales, and this includes avoiding 
protected sites and reporting finds to the Portable Antiquities Scheme.  Go to 
http://www.finds.org.uk/documents/CofP1.pdf for more information. 
 



 

 

  
 

 
PhotographsPhotographsPhotographsPhotographs        

You are welcome to use the high-resolution images 
contained on the CD accompanying this media pack for 
use in the media.   
 
All rights, including copyright, in the material and images which are published 
in this Media Pack (“the Material”) are owned by Staffordshire County Council, 
and Birmingham City Council.  You may not sell or otherwise profit from the 
Material in any way.  You may copy extracts of the material, but you may only 
do this for non-commercial use.  You must not change or modify the contents 
in any way. 
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Geoff Coleman 
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Birmingham City Council 
0121 303 3501 
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